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Article 15. Administration and Enforcement 

Sec. 1501 Purpose of Article 15. 

This Article sets out the structure for administering and enforcing this Development 
Standards Ordinance, including the responsibilities and procedures of the various en-
forcement officers in carrying out enforcement activities. 

Sec. 1502 Schedules and fees. 

From time to time, the County Council may adopt fees for the issuance of permits, the 
submission of applications, and such other activities and authorizations as regulated 
by this Development Standards Ordinance, and may adopt schedules of dates, times 
and places as appropriate and necessary to regulate the application, review and hear-
ing processes required by this Ordinance. 

Sec. 1503 Administrative roles. 

1503 (a) Community Development Director. 

The Community Development Director is responsible for the receipt, review and proc-
essing of all applications for subdivision, site plan approval, text amendments, and 
appeals filed with the County. The Community Development Director serves as the 
Secretary to the Planning Commission and the Board of Appeals.  

1503 (b) Storm Water Manager. 

The Storm Water Manager is responsible for the implementation, and enforcement of 
the County’s storm water management program.  The program is designed to reduce 
the discharge of pollutants to the county’s storm water system and the receiving wa-
ters of Pickens County and to minimize adverse impacts on human health and the en-
vironment in accordance with regulatory requirements. 

1503 (c) County engineer. 

(1) The County Engineer is responsible for the review of submittals related to the 
construction of development projects and the construction of streets, drainage fa-
cilities and other activities within public rights of way. 

(2) The County Engineer is responsible for enforcement of all requirements and re-
strictions of this Development Standards Ordinance relating to the engineering 
design of subdivision improvements and development projects, the construction 
of streets and stormwater management systems, their continued maintenance and 
operation, and coordination of the installation of certain public utilities. 

1503 (d) Building official. 

As the issuing agent for all permits related to the use and occupancy of land and 
buildings, the Building Official is responsible for the proper construction of buildings 
and structures, the use or occupancy of land and buildings, and continuing confor-
mance to the provisions of this Development Standards Ordinance after construction is 
complete and the property is occupied. 

1503 (e) Code Enforcement Officer. 

The Code Enforcement Officer provides support to the primary enforcement officers of 
the County through investigations and issuance of warnings and citations. 
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Sec. 1504 Inspection and enforcement. 

1504 (a) Enforcement officer. 

(1) Representatives of the Community Development Department (including the Build-
ing Inspector), the County Engineer and the Storm Water Manager shall have the 
power to conduct such investigations as may reasonably be deemed necessary to 
assure or compel compliance with the requirements and provisions of this Devel-
opment Ordinance, and for this purpose to enter at reasonable times and with 
permission upon any property for the purpose of investigation and inspection.  

(2) No person shall refuse entry or access to any authorized representative or agent 
of the County, the Soil & Water Conservation Commission, the Soil & Water Con-
servation District, or the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental 
Control who requests entry for the purposes of inspection, and who presents ap-
propriate credentials, nor shall any person obstruct, hamper or interfere with any 
such representative while in the process of carrying out his official duties. 

1504 (b) Citations.  

Any violation of this Development Ordinance may be tried upon a citation issued by 
the Code Enforcement Official or any other authorized representative of the County 
pursuant to the provisions of this Development Standards Ordinance and State law. 
Without limitation, builders, developers, contractors, property owners, and such other 
parties responsible for the violation may be cited for violation of any provisions of this 
Development Standards Ordinance. 

1504 (c) Land development activities. 

(1) Periodic inspections. 

Pickens County will periodically inspect the sites of land-disturbing activities for 
which development permits have been issued to determine if the activities are be-
ing conducted in accordance with the erosion and sediment control plan and if the 
measures required in the plan are effective in controlling erosion and sedimenta-
tion.  Also, Pickens County shall regulate both primary and secondary permittees 
as such terms are defined in the state general permit.  Primary permittees shall be 
responsible for installation and maintenance of best management practices where 
the primary permittee is conducting land-disturbing activities.  Secondary permit-
tees shall be responsible for installation and maintenance of best management 
practices where the secondary permittee is conducting land-disturbing activities.  

(2) Notice of violation. 

If, through inspection, it is deemed that a person engaged in land-disturbing ac-
tivities as defined herein has failed to comply with the approved erosion and 
sediment control plan, with development permit conditions, or with any other 
provisions relating to land development activities of this Development Standards, 
a written notice to comply shall be served upon that person (which notice may 
consist of a stop-work order). The notice shall set forth the measures necessary to 
achieve compliance and shall state the time within which such measures must be 
completed. If the person engaged in the land-disturbing activity fails to comply 
within the time specified, he shall be deemed in violation of this Development 
Standards Ordinance and deemed to have forfeited any required performance 
bond if required to post one under the provisions of this Ordinance. The County 
may call the performance bond or any part thereof to be forfeited and may use the 
proceeds to hire a contractor to stabilize the site of the land disturbing activity 
and bring it into compliance. 
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(3) Stop-work orders. 

A. For the first violation of the provisions of this article, the Community Devel-
opment Director, the Stormwater Manager, the Code Enforcement Officer, or 
other designee shall issue a written warning to the violator. The violator shall 
have five days to correct the violation. If the violation is not corrected within 
five days, the issuing authority shall issue a Stop Work Order requiring that 
land disturbing activities be stopped until necessary corrective action or miti-
gation has occurred; provided, however, that, if the violation presents an im-
minent threat to public health or waters of the state or if the land disturbing 
activities are conducted without obtaining a development permit, the issuing 
authority shall issue an immediate stop work order in lieu of a warning. For a 
second and each subsequent violation, the issuing authority shall issue an 
immediate stop work order.  All stop work orders shall be effective immedi-
ately upon issuance and shall be in effect until the necessary corrective action 
or mitigation has occurred.  

B. When a violation in the form of taking action without a permit, failure to main-
tain a stream buffer, or significant amounts of sediment, as determined by the  
Community Development Director, the Stormwater Manager, the Code En-
forcement Officer, or other designee, have been or are being discharged into 
state waters and where best management practices have been properly desig-
nated, installed, and maintained, a stop work order shall be issued.  All such 
stop work orders shall be effective until the necessary corrective action or 
mitigation has occurred.  Such stop work orders shall apply to all land-
disturbing activity on site with the exception of the installation and mainte-
nance of temporary or permanent erosion and sediment controls.  

1504 (d) Land use and other provisions. 

(1) Inspection. 

If the Building Official or Code Enforcement Officer finds that a provision of this 
Development Standards Ordinance is being violated relating to the use or occu-
pancy of land or structures, lot standards, buffers, parking, signage, flood dam-
age prevention or any other standard or provision (other than land development 
activities as may be authorized by a development permit), or relating to a condi-
tion of approval established in connection with a grant of variance or land use ap-
proval, he shall notify the person responsible for such violation in writing (which 
notification may consist of an order to cease and desist the violation). The notifi-
cation shall indicate the nature of the violation and order the action necessary to 
correct it. Upon continuing noncompliance, or initially in the case of an immediate 
threat to the public health or safety, the Building Official or Code Enforcement Of-
ficer shall have authority to prosecute violations in court. 

(2) Cease and desist orders. 

The Building Official or Code Enforcement Officer shall order discontinuance of il-
legal use of land, buildings or structures; removal or relocation of illegal buildings 
or structures or of illegal additions, alterations or structural changes; discontinu-
ance of illegal work being done; or shall take any other appropriate or necessary 
action to ensure compliance with or to prevent violation of the provisions of this 
Development Ordinance. 
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1504 (e) Removal of illegal signs. 

The Building Official or Code Enforcement Officer may order the removal of any sign in 
violation of this Development Ordinance by written notice to the permit holder; or if 
there is no permit holder, then to the owner of the sign; or if the sign owner cannot be 
found or cannot be determined, then to the sign erector and any party that procured 
the erection of the sign. If a permit was issued, such notice shall operate to revoke the 
permit. The removal order shall be issued only after the appropriate party fails to 
comply within 7 days after the County gives written notice of non-compliance. 

(1) Procedure following removal order.  

An aggrieved party may appeal the removal order within 10 days from the date 
that the notice was mailed. Such appeal shall be made to the Board of Appeals. If 
the sign is not removed within 30 days after the order of removal (or 30 days after 
the date any appeal becomes final), the Building Official or Code Enforcement Of-
ficer is authorized to remove or cause to be removed the sign and to collect the 
costs thereof as provided below. 

(2) Removal without notice.  

a. The Building Official, Code Enforcement Officer, or any other agent of the 
County having jurisdiction under the circumstances may remove or direct the 
removal of any sign in violation of this Ordinance, without giving notice to 
any party, if:  

1. Said sign is upon the public right-of-way or upon other public property; 
or  

2. Said sign poses an immediate safety threat to the life or health of any 
members of the public. 

b. Following such removal, the County may collect the costs as provided in the 
following section. 

(3) Costs of removal.  

a. Removal of any sign found in violation shall be without liability to the County, 
its officers, agents, and employees. The permit holder shall be primarily re-
sponsible for the costs of removal. If there is no permit holder, then the sign 
owner shall be responsible. If the sign owner cannot be determined, then the 
costs of removal shall be the responsibility of the sign erector and any party 
that procured the erection of the sign.  

b. If payment or arrangement to make payment is not made within 60 days after 
the receipt of a statement of removal costs, the Building Official or Code En-
forcement Officer shall certify the amount thereof for collection to the County 
Attorney. In the event the removed sign(s) remains unclaimed for more than 
six (6) months from the date of impound, the sign(s) shall be disposed of in 
accordance with state law. 

c. Costs of removal shall be charged in accordance with a fee schedule adopted 
by the County Council from time to time, or at the actual cost to the County, 
whichever is more appropriate to the action taken. 

1504 (f) Referral to Code Enforcement Officer. 

Any violation alleged under this Development Standards Ordinance may be referred to 
the Code Enforcement Officer of Pickens County for investigation, citation and en-
forcement. 
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Sec. 1505 Violation and penalties. 

1505 (a) Violation a misdemeanor. 

(1) Any violation of any provision of this Development Ordinance, including violation 
of conditions of approval established in connection with grants of variance or land 
use approvals, shall constitute a misdemeanor. 

(2) Where such a violation is continued, it is a violation of the provisions of this ordi-
nance after notice of such violation by a County Official, and each and every day 
during which such act of violation is continued shall be deemed a separate mis-
demeanor.   

1505 (b) Failure to obtain a development permit for land-disturbing activity. 

If any person commences any land-disturbing activity requiring a development permit 
as prescribed in this Development Ordinance without first obtaining said development 
permit, the person shall be subject to revocation of his authorization for the conduct 
of a business and associated work activities within the jurisdictional boundaries of the 
County. 

1505 (c) Civil monetary penalties.  

Every act or omission designated as a misdemeanor by this Article shall be punishable 
at the discretion of the court to a maximum fine of $200.00 or thirty days in jail. 

1505 (d) Alternative penalties.  

Any violation of this Ordinance may also be enforced by a citation or accusation re-
turnable to the County court of competent jurisdiction. Notwithstanding any other 
provisions of law as to penalties that can be assessed for violations of county laws, the 
court shall be authorized to impose monetary penalties for such violations in accor-
dance with the maximum penalty provided by State law. Each day the violation contin-
ues shall constitute a separate offense. 

1505 (e) Additional remedies. 

Nothing contained in this section shall prevent the County from taking such other law-
ful actions as are necessary to prevent or remedy any violation, such as injunction, 
mandamus or other appropriate action. 

Sec. 1506 Liability. 

(1) Neither the approval of a plan under the provisions of this Ordinance, nor the is-
suance of a permit, nor the compliance with provisions of this Ordinance, shall re-
lieve any person from the responsibility for damage to any person or property 
otherwise imposed by law nor impose any liability upon the County for damage to 
any person or property. 

(2) The fact that a land-disturbing activity for which a development permit has been 
issued results in injury to the property of another shall neither constitute proof of 
nor create a presumption of a violation of the standards provided for in this Ordi-
nance or the terms of the development permit. 

(3) No provision of this Ordinance shall permit any persons to violate the South Caro-
lina Erosion and Sediment Reduction Act of 1983, as amended, the South Carolina 
Pollution Control Act, or the rules and regulations promulgated and approved un-
der such laws or pollute any waters of the State as defined by said Acts. 
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